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B O X E D  Vocabulary

Chester the Cowboy
Just north of Luther Lake near Monticello, Chester walks 

into a paddock where a single horse is grazing quietly. When 
he is exactly 30 feet from the gate, he turns and realizes 
he has left the gate wide open. At that same moment the 
horse, exactly 20 feet from the gate, lifts its head, does an 

equine assessment of the situation, and in that instant, both 
horse and Chester begin a steady trot toward the gate. 

For every three feet of distance Chester covers, 
the horse covers four, which means it will reach 

the open gate first.  Fortunately, Chester is 
carrying a lasso and is skilled in its use. 

What is the shortest length of lasso he will 
need to catch the horse at the gate?

Seven Sections
Draw 6 straight lines to divide this square full of 28 flowers 

into 7 sections with 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 flowers in each 
section respectively. To make it interesting, each line 
must touch at least one side (any side) of the square. 

a Puzzling Conclusion
B Y  K E N  W E B E R

Silas Renarm Tries Riddles at the Alton Fair
The elixir Silas sold at his medicine show was an attraction in itself, especially during Prohibition, 
but to attract big crowds he always had a gimmick to promote sales. At the Alton Fair, he not only 
handed out tiny free samples of his potion to all comers, but also a free bottle (8 ounce size) of his 

potion to any adult male able to answer four out of these five riddles correctly in one minute.

Silas was secretly pleased that almost every man failed, so the gimmick cost him only a few “freebies.” 
He resolved to use the riddles again in Caledon East and Horning’s Mills, but changed his 

mind when he found out the contestants’ wives could answer all the riddles easily.

1
One month of the year 
— February — has 28 

or 29 days. How many 
months have 30 days?

2
What five-letter word 

becomes shorter 
when the letters ‘er’ 

are added to it?

3
How can a man over 
age 50 shave several 
times a day and still 
have a long beard?

4
How is it that the men of 

Orangeville use far more soap 
in a week than the men of Alton 
without becoming any cleaner?

5
What do the word 
“island” and the 

letter ‘t’ have 
in common?

Palindromic

Fill these boxes with common 4-letter words 
that are palindromes (words that read the same 

backwards as forward, like “peep”). The top row is 
a girl’s given name (usually) that would have been 

familiar to a ruler of a country now called Thailand. 
The middle row is a boy’s given name (usually). 

The bottom row is a common noun (not a name) 
using only letters from the top and middle rows.

Add letters and stir

Fill these boxes with 4 common words 
using only 5 letters and the following clues:
The 4-letter word in the second row is the 

reverse of the first row’s wicked word. 
The 5-letter word in the third row is the 
word in the fourth row reversed, and 
the word in the fourth row is the past 
tense of the word in the second row.

A little toughie

Fill the boxes in the top row with a 
5-letter word that has four different 
vowels and just one consonant. (The 

vowel ‘O’ is either the first or last letter.) 
Fill the bottom row with a 6-letter word 
using the consonant from the top row 
three times, and the vowel that does 

not appear in the top row, three times. 


